News from Boys Home of Virginia

Winter 2022

2022 Brings Changes
As we begin 2022, Boys Home has experienced a significant change in leadership. As of December 29,
Mr. Chris Doyle became the next executive director. Mr. Donnie Wheatley retired after thirty-six years of
service. Mr. Wheatley leaves behind a rich legacy as a student and executive director at Boys Home. His
prayer at the staff reception on December 29 asked for guidance in the next chapter of his life. Boys Home is
grateful for his service and dedication to the organization’s mission and vision and wishes him well.
Mr. Doyle is from Louisville, Kentucky. His wife, Katherine, is an Episcopal priest. Together they have four
children and three dogs. In his free time he enjoys reading, listening to music, mountain biking and watching
sports. Mr. Doyle completed his undergraduate work at Washington and Lee University and received a MEd
and an MBA from The University of Georgia. His career began as a teacher, coach and school administrator.
His past twenty years were spent building a career in business management. He fed his passion for working
with youth by being active in non-profit leadership as the board president of All Saints Retreat Center, a
trustee at The dePaul School and a board member at St. George’s Scholar Institute. At a recent staff
reception, Mr. Doyle spoke of continuing Mr. Wheatley’s legacy of true dedication to the mission and vision
of Boys Home. He has been very impressed by the sense of community felt among the students and staff. At
the reception, he closed by stating, “In the coming year, I look to make a great organization even better.”
Welcome, Mr. Doyle!

The official changing of the keys at Boys Home on December 29, 2021, with Mr. Chris Doyle (executive director),
Mr. Donnie Wheatley (former executive director) and Mr. John Williams (board president) (left to right)
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The official kickoff began with the annual cottage decorating contest. This time-honored tradition began in
1966 and offers a true sense of pride for each cottage. Boys Home was excited to welcome back Ingevity,
a longtime partner of the organization, as this year's competition judges. A student representative from
each cottage provided tours for the judges through their cottage’s outside decorations, inside decorations
and their beautiful Christmas trees. These students proudly showcased their presentation skills and
excelled at the assignment!
The Christmas party was celebrated on December 9. Josh, a student, set the tone for a wonderful evening
by offering a prayer and reading from the Bible. He then wished everyone a merry Christmas in Chinese.
Very impressive! The night began with an excellent dinner prepared by the dining hall staff. After dinner,
the winners of the 12 Days of Christmas Challenge were announced. Winning staff members were Laura
Robertson and Jessica Rhine. The winning cottage was Brown. After dinner, Santa himself entered the
building! Santa presented the first gift of Christmas to each student and houseparent. Boys Home is
extremely grateful for our Christmas sponsors who made the celebration possible. The night ended with
the announcement of the cottage competition winners. The overall competition winners were: 1st place—
Darling Cottage, 2nd place—Brown Cottage and 3rd place—Whitehead Cottage. That evening, pure joy
and laughter filled the room and the magic of Christmas was felt by all.

Chris, a senior, sits on Santa’s lap to receive
the first gift of Christmas.

Darling Cottage was the winner for inside and outside
decorations and for the most beautiful Christmas tree.
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Leadership News | By Anita Proffitt
The Boys Home Key Club remained active throughout the fall and winter, despite some restrictions. The
volunteer activities had to be outside with mask wearing and social distancing enforced. The club held its
organizational meeting in mid-September with twenty members present. Senior Bereket Morris was elected
president.
Ten members assisted with the Clifton Forge Curb Appeal Program on Saturday, October 9 (pictured below).
The project required picking up litter throughout downtown Clifton Forge. Two projects were postponed in
late October due to COVID-related issues. In early November, twelve members worked at the Clifton Forge
School of the Arts preparing the site for the annual Kriskindlmarkt. Members raked, swept and moved heavy
furniture outside before vendor setup. On December 13, 14 and 15, a crew of five to seven members worked
outdoors at the Covington Christmas Mother Shop from 9:30 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. The Christmas Mother Shop
supports local families in need for the holidays. Students loaded the vehicles for clients who were picking up
donations (pictured below).
The club anticipates participating in many more activities during the coming months. Upcoming projects will
depend on the current COVID restrictions. Members are always very enthusiastic volunteers and prove to be
outstanding community ambassadors for Boys Home.

Hilltoppers Basketball Season | 2021-2022
The Hilltoppers are off to a great start for the season. The team is being led by Head Coach Chad Whitmer
and Assistant Coach Trequan McDonald. The team’s captains are Tim Kengni and Tylon Miller. Coach
Whitmer’s motto for the season is “Win the Game with Humility or Lose with Dignity.” He believes the
season will help develop each player and build character.

Team huddle with Coach Whitmer. Hard work on 3!

Captain Tim focuses on his foul shot against Bath County. 5
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Boys Appeal - Winter 2022
A successful man has to start somewhere...
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